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What is claimed is: 

1. A lighting apparatus for a vehicle discharge lamp, including a lighting 
circuit connected to a power supply and connected to a discharge lamp burner 
via a connector, characterized in that said connector has a short-circuit 
mechanism causing circuits of said power supply and said lighting circuit to 
short circuit when the connector is disconnected, and said lighting circuit 
includes a ballast apparatus supplying power to said discharge burner via said 
connector and a protection circuit protecting said ballast apparatus when said 
connector causes the short circuit. 
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